
 Australian Yard Dog Association 
 Annual General Meeting 
 Lucindale, South Australia 
 18 March 2020, 7.30pm 

1. Present: 

Office Bearers: 

Rexton Hocking [President/Advisory], Peter Darmody [Advisory], Darryn Hannah 

[Secretary/Treasurer/Advisory] 

Delegates: Ben Coster, Kevin Howell [NSW], Lyndon Cooper, Beverley Kellock [SA], Peter 

Allan, Adrian Carpenter [Tas], Travis Scott, Joe Spicer [Vic] Nigel Armstrong, Alan Dunn [WA] 

Observers: Simon Bowden, Kay Hocking, Travis Ware. 

2. Apologies:  

Derek and Taryn Binstead [Qld]. 

3. Minutes of 2019 AGM: Confirmed Howell/Scott 

Business Arising: Website to be discussed in General Business. 

                               Common Draw – subject of NSW Notice of Motion. 

4. President’s Report 

My congratulations & thanks to the advisory members & all committee members who have 

represented their State since the 2019 AGM in West Wyalong, NSW. 

The group has been working well together to progress the aims of the AYDA.  We have made 

exceptional progress over the last three years & I appreciate the contributions of all 

committee members. Once again I acknowledge that not all decisions have been unanimously 

agreed upon but after open discussion & some compromise the final outcome was made in 

the national interest. 

As it is just four months since our last AGM we have had two teleconference meetings.  These 

were short meetings that dealt with issues in preparation for the 2020 AGM. Unfortunately, 

not all States were represented on the teleconferences. It is important that all states 

contribute to the discussions & pass information on to their State committees & members. 

My thanks to Darryn Hannah who has worked for many hours on re-writing our constitution 

& searching out possible logos for the Association. 

Congratulations to Peter Darmody & his daughter Elita for their running of the very successful 

2019 AYDA championship & coping with the vagaries of the weather. 

Once again thank you for your willingness to work towards improving our Association. Having 

common rules allows all competitors who trial in this major event across Australia to 

understand that the rules under which the competition is run are the AYDA rules. 

It is very pleasing to see many young trailers with quality dogs competing & the comradeship 

amongst competitors & their supporters. This is very positive for our sport & livestock working 

dogs into the future. 

The venue for 2021 AYDA is yet to be decided. At this stage the NKFT Championship is planned 

to be held in Queensland. 

My thanks go to the organizing committee of the South Australian Yard Dog Association for 

their work in preparing for the 2020 Championship trial. Best wishes for a successful & smooth 

running event. 

Thanks must also go to the Lucindale Lions Club & SE Field Days committee for their support 

& all their work in the preparation of the grounds & facilities. 

This will be my last term as President as I will not be standing for re-election at the 2021 AGM. 

Good luck to all competitors. Do your best, be proud of your achievements & enjoy your time 

in Lucindale. 

Rex Hocking (Australian Yard Dog President) 
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5. Secretary/Treasurer’s Report 

Finance: 

Balance @ 31/10/19                                                                                                                $7130.60 

Income                                                                          NSW           $125 

                                                                                       Tas [2019]  $181 

                                                                                        Tas              $175 

                                                                                         SA               $125 

                                                                                         Vic              $553 

                                                                                          Interest         $14.38 

                                                                                          Total          $1173.38                        $8303.98 

 

Expenditure                                                                     R. Hocking $250 

                                                                                            SAYDA         $70 

                                                                                            Total           $320                             $7983.98 

Balance @ 16/3/20                                                                                                                     

Notes:  

~WA & Qld yet to pay affiliation 

~Member levies  Tas [2019] 28, [2020] 25, Vic 214. 

 

Moved Spicer  Seconded Carpenter 

That the State member levy be calculated on the basis of numbers at 31 December. 

Carried 

 

6. Draft Constitution 

A. Carpenter said Tasmania had not received the draft constitution and after some 

discussion conceded he did not fully understand it. He wanted to see the “government” 

clauses before approving it. 

J. Spicer requested the Secretary send out a document comparing the changes between the 

current and proposed constitutions, including the “government” clauses. 

 

Moved Howell 

That the new constitution be adopted. 

Lapsed for want of a Seconder. 

 

Moved Spicer  Seconded Carpenter 

That the Secretary check who was sent emails regarding the proposed constitution and 

report back to Delegates. 

Carried 

 

It was AGREED the Secretary would include the “government” clauses and then advise the 

President, at which time a SGM would be called to consider the final document. It is 

anticipated this will be sometime in July/August. 
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7. Communication 

Tasmania and WA expressed concern that they had not received emails in relation to the 

AGM and that they may have been sent to people who were no longer delegates. 

The Secretary will investigate and report to States and Delegates. 

8. Election of Officers 

Moved Spicer   Seconded Armstrong 

That A. Carpenter be elected to the Advisory. 

Carried 

Moved Spicer    Seconded Howell 

That D. Hannah be elected Secretary 

Carried 

Moved Spicer    Seconded Allan 

That P.Darmody be elected Vice President. 

Carried 

9. Notices of Motion 

a) Inclement Weather Policy submitted by SA. 

Moved Cooper  Seconded Dunn  

That the following policy be adopted: 

The AYDA Championship trial run under the rules of AYDA Inc will take the following actions 

when inclement weather is experienced during the trial. 

The elected disputes committee will make a decision, when practical, showing a duty of care 

for sheep, dogs and competitors. 

A decision is to be made after: 

1. The Convenor/s has consulted the landowner and/or owner of the sheep. 

2. Consultation with the Convenor/s. 

The trial will be either cancelled or delayed where practical. 

Carried 

 

b) Muzzles submitted by NSW 

Moved Howell  Seconded Coster 

That the rule “Part IX: Muzzles 1) A dog may be permitted to work in a muzzle but will incur 

a 5 point penalty. 2) No penalty will apply in Encourage, Maiden and Novice classes”. Be 

changed to read “A dog may work in a muzzle, but will be penalized 10 points per round”. 

Lost 

 

At this point there was discussion regarding “old ground being re-worked” as these issues 

had been dealt with previously. 

 

c) Draws submitted by NSW 

That a rule be added that states the draw for the AYDC be done per the host State’s 

rulebook. 

Withdrawn 

J. Spicer requested delegates take the AYDA draw back to their States for consideration. 

P. Darmody requested the AYDA draw be redrafted and explained to the Committee. 
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K. Hocking to provide the Secretary with the Draw and any explanatory notes considered 

necessary. 

10. Logo 

Ten logos from four people had been circulated for consideration. 

Moved Allan   Seconded Darmody 

That AYDA logo 5 [20878] be adopted for letterhead and a 2.4m x .9m banner. 

Carried 

It was agreed that we seek expert advice regarding the suitability of Logo 5 for embroidery 

and if it is deemed unsuitable, we use AYDA logo 3[20876] for embroidery. 

11. Affiliation Fees 

Moved Spicer  Seconded Dunn 

That affiliation fees remain $125. 

Carried. 

12. Honoraria 

Moved Allan   Seconded Scott 

That honoraria of $250 [President] and $500 [Secretary] be paid. 

Carried 

J. Spicer to enquire of former Secretary, Sharon Barry if she wanted to be paid an 

honorarium for her term. 

13. Reciprocal Membership 

The system was reported as working well, apart from SA expressing misgivings that people 

living on the border were being forced to become members of the State they physically lived 

in, despite wanting to primarily trial in another State. 

14. Review of 2019 AYDC – West Wyalong 

P.Darmody reported that apart from the personal tragedy involving one of the judges, the 

event was very successful. 

15. 2020 AYDC - Lucindale 

L.Cooper advised the Covid19 virus resulted in the cancellation of the SEFD and after careful 

consideration the AYDC would take place. 

The Disputes Committee is: K.Howell [NSW], T.Scott [Vic], L.Cooper [SA], A.Dunn [WA], 

P.Allan [Tas], T.Ware [Convenor’s Rep]. 

16. 2021 AYDC Venue 

Qld have advised the President it is unable to run the AYDC but intends applying for the 

2021 NKFTC. 

N.Armstrong expressed concern regarding the financial costs of people from WA [and other 

States at various times] attending both the AYDC and the NKFTC when they were not run 

sequentially. It generally resulted in WA people having to make a choice as to which 

competition they would attend when run at different times of the year or in different States. 

It was agreed the Secretary write to the WKC requesting in future the NKFTC be conducted 

at the same time of year and in the same State as the AYDC. This will provide Qld with 5 

years to prepare for the both events when it is next its turn. 

There was general agreement we should stop following the WKC and if it does not award the 

2021 NKFTC to an organizer in Tasmania, we should consider running a National Utility 

Championship. 
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17. Website 

J.Spicer had a quote from Nan Lloyd of $1700 to build a website and there would be an 

ongoing cost of $150. 

Moved Carpenter    Seconded Spicer  

That we need a website and we should commit to covering the ongoing cost of $150 pa. 

Carried 

J.Spicer confirmed his offer to pay the $1700 establishment cost and would seek a detailed 

proposal from Nan Lloyd. 

18. Insurance 

The issue of States naming the AYDA Committee on their Certificates of Currency was 

discussed with L.Cooper and the Secretary reporting conflicting advice from their respective 

Brokers. 

If AYDA needs its own insurance policy, the quoted cost is $680. 

The Secretary is to write to the States regarding covering the AYDA Committee for the AYDC 

as well as investigating cover options. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.55pm 

 


